
Work or volunteer to build your resume

Read a variety of books to stay sharp

Think about clubs to join

Attend a camp at a college (Attend OSU 

Institute of Technology’s Summer Academy 

for Advanced Technologies)

Research careers you might like

H
igh school ranking begins in this grade. 

M
any colleges use ranking for adm

ission.

M
ost colleges prefer 4 years of English, history, 

m
ath, science, and a foreign language.

V
isit your school counselor to schedule classes to satisfy 

state graduation requirem
ents

Consider honors/A
P courses, at least 1-2

Join or continue extracurricular activities

S
tart putting together a resum

e (contact us at 

inform
ation@

okstate.edu for a tem
plate to use)

Attend college fairs (see school counselor for a list) and fill out 

cards to get on college mailing lists

Visit websites for colleges you like and start filling out 

information requests  (We are at www.osuit.edu)

Get a wall or desk calendar and start writing down important 

dates and deadlines

Oklahoma students—apply for Oklahoma Higher Learning 

Access Program (OHLAP) at www.okpromise.org for free 

tuition at an in-state university if you qualify

Open a savings account and put money in it each month

See school counselor to enroll in your spring electives 

Update your calendar with important dates and deadlines

Sign up for scholarship search databases and begin applying

Visit college websites to get an idea of college entrance requirements

Attend Technology Showcase on OSU Institute of Technology campus in April

9th grade
S U M M E R

COLLEGE PREPARATION 

www.osuit.edu

AUGUST
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JANUARY - MAY

N O T E S
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Oklahoma State University, in compliance with Title VI and VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Executive Order 11246 as amended, Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, and other federal laws and regulations, 
does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, religion, disability, or status as a veteran in any of its policies, practices or procedures. This includes but is not limited to admissions, employment, financial aid, and educational services. Title 
IX of the Education Amendments and Oklahoma State University policy prohibit discrimination in the provision of services or benefits offered by the University based on gender. Any person (student, faculty or staff) who believes that discriminatory practices have 
been engaged in based upon gender may discuss their concerns and file informal or formal complaints of possible violations of Title IX with the OSU Title IX Coordinator, Dr. Carolyn Hernandez, Director of Affirmative Action, 408 Whitehurst, Oklahoma State 
University, Stillwater, OK 74078, (405)744-5371 or (405)744-5576 (fax). This publication, issued by Oklahoma State University as authorized by OSU Institute of Technology President Bob Klabenes, was printed at a cost of $834.00  (10,000 copies) 07/09.



SEPTEMBER - DECEMBER

Take the PLA
N

 test

G
o to w

w
w

.collegeboard.com
 to find dates for PSAT/N

M
SQ

T and register early 

to take it in O
ctober

V
isit the library or counseling office to find out about careers and education/

training needed

V
isit your school counselor to schedule classes and m

ake sure you w
ill m

eet 

state graduation requirem
ents

Consider honors/A
P courses, at least 1-2

Join or continue extracurricular activities (school- or com
m

unity-based)

Sign up for scholarship search databases 

like fastweb.com and begin applying

Attend college fairs to start collecting 

college information (see school counselor 

for a list) and fill out cards to get on college 

mailing lists

Visit websites for colleges you like and 

start filling out information requests  

(We are at www.osuit.edu)

Oklahoma students—apply for Oklahoma 

Higher Learning Access Program (OHLAP) 

at www.okpromise.org for free tuition at an 

in-state university if you qualify 10th grade
COLLEGE PREPARATION 

Summer
Get a wall or desk calendar and start writing down 

important dates and deadlines

Work or volunteer to build your resume

Open a savings account and put money in it each month

Create or update your resume (e-mail us at 

information@okstate.edu for a resume template)

Read a variety of books to stay sharp

Think about clubs to join

Attend a camp at a college (Attend OSU Institute 

of Technology’s Summer Academy for Advanced 

Technologies)

Research careers you might like

Visit local colleges and talk to admissions representatives 

Schedule a tour of OSU Institute of Technology at 

www.osuit.edu/tours

AUGUST

www.osuit.edu

CHECKLIST 

Oklahoma State University, in compliance with Title VI and VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Executive Order 11246 as amended, Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, and other federal laws and regulations, 
does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, religion, disability, or status as a veteran in any of its policies, practices or procedures. This includes but is not limited to admissions, employment, financial aid, and educational services. Title 
IX of the Education Amendments and Oklahoma State University policy prohibit discrimination in the provision of services or benefits offered by the University based on gender. Any person (student, faculty or staff) who believes that discriminatory practices have 
been engaged in based upon gender may discuss their concerns and file informal or formal complaints of possible violations of Title IX with the OSU Title IX Coordinator, Dr. Carolyn Hernandez, Director of Affirmative Action, 408 Whitehurst, Oklahoma State 
University, Stillwater, OK 74078, (405)744-5371 or (405)744-5576 (fax). This publication, issued by Oklahoma State University as authorized by OSU Institute of Technology President Bob Klabenes, was printed at a cost of $834.00  (10,000 copies) 07/09.



JANUARY - MAY

See school counselor to enroll in your 

spring electives

Update your calendar with important 

dates and deadlines

Visit college websites to get an idea of 

college entrance requirements  

(www.osuit.edu)

Jot down what you will use to help you 

decide which college to attend—things 

like size, distance from home, programs 

offered, cost, etc.

Attend Technology Showcase on OSU 

Institute of Technology campus in April

NO
TE

S

For Oklahoma students, your sophomore year is the LAST time you’ll be able to apply for OHLAP—do it now!

This is the best time to get on the mailing lists for colleges. The information they send you will help you narrow 

down college choices.

Yes, you can apply for scholarships in 10th grade! And, the more practice you get, the better chance you have 

at earning money for college.

For a free handout with tips/strategies for the scholarship search, as well as a list of searchable databases, 

contact us at information@okstate.edu.

10th grade

www.osuit.edu

C
O

LLE
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E
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CHECKLIST 



S
tart putting together a portfolio highlighting your special skills and talents

Prepare a list of questions to ask during cam
pus visits (w

w
w

.osuit.edu/tours)

A
ttend Junior D

ay open houses (especially for 11th grade students) at colleges you are exploring

V
isit  w

w
w

.actstudent.org and w
rite dow

n registration and test dates for the A
C

T on your calendar

Register to take A
C

T at least once in the spring of your junior year

See school counselor to enroll in your spring electives, concurrent and cooperative alliance

Jot dow
n w

hat you w
ill use to help you decide w

hich college to attend—
things like size, distance from

 

hom
e, program

s offered, cost, etc.

Identify teachers, counselors, coaches, etc. to w
rite letters of recom

m
endation for you 

Th
e 

co
m

pl
et

io
n 

of
 y

ou
r j

un
io

r y
ea

r i
s 

th
e 

tim
e 

to
 fi

ll 
ou

t c
ol

le
ge

 a
pp

lic
at

io
ns

. 

M
an

y 
co

lle
ge

s 
W

IL
L 

ad
m

it 
st

ud
en

ts
 

at
 th

e 
en

d 
of

 th
e 

ju
ni

or
 y

ea
r u

si
ng

 a
 

6-
se

m
es

te
r t

ra
ns

cr
ip

t.

Ye
s,

 y
ou

 c
an

 a
pp

ly
 fo

r s
ch

ol
ar

sh
ip

s 

in
 1

1t
h 

gr
ad

e!
 A

nd
, t

he
 m

or
e 

pr
ac

tic
e 

yo
u 

ge
t, 

th
e 

be
tt

er
 c

ha
nc

e 
yo

u 
ha

ve
 a

t 

ea
rn

in
g 

m
on

ey
 fo

r c
ol

le
ge

.

Fo
r a

 fr
ee

 h
an

do
ut

 w
ith

 ti
ps

/s
tr

at
eg

ie
s 

fo
r t

he
 s

ch
ol

ar
sh

ip
 s

ea
rc

h,
 a

s 
w

el
l a

s 

a 
lis

t o
f s

ea
rc

ha
bl

e 
da

ta
ba

se
s,

 c
on

ta
ct

 

us
 a

t i
nf

or
m

at
io

n@
ok

st
at

e.
ed

u.

S
ta

rt
 jo

tt
in

g 
do

w
n 

id
ea

s 
fo

r e
ss

ay
s 

an
d 

ge
t h

el
p 

fr
om

 y
ou

r E
ng

lis
h 

te
ac

he
r 

w
ith

 w
ri

tin
g 

1-
2 

ex
ce

lle
nt

 e
ss

ay
s 

yo
u 

ca
n 

us
e 

fo
r c

ol
le

ge
 a

dm
is

si
on

s 
an

d 

sc
ho

la
rs

hi
p 

ap
pl

ic
at

io
ns

.

J a n u a ry  -  A p r i l

Update your resume

Narrow your list of colleges and start 

completing applications for colleges/

universities in which you are interested 

(www.osuit.edu/apply)

Ask people to write letters of 

recommendation to include with 

applications for colleges

Fill out a transcript request form to 

send a transcript to each college/

university you applied to and turn in 

the completed forms to your counselor 

BEFORE school is over

m aY

w
w
w
.o
su

it
.e
du

11th grade C
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Oklahoma State University, in compliance with Title VI and VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Executive Order 11246 as amended, Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, and other federal laws and regulations, 
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Sign up for scholarship search databases like 

fastweb.com and begin applying

Attend college fairs to start collecting college 

information (see school counselor for a list) and 

fill out cards to get on college mailing lists

Attend financial aid nights at your school to 

learn about finding money for college

Talk to your parents and counselor about 

colleges that interest you and research 

websites (we are at  www.osuit.edu)

List, compare and visit colleges (visit 1 large 

school over 10,000 students, 1 medium sized, 

and 1 small sized just to get a “feel” for what 

suits you—can be done locally)

G
o 

to
  w

w
w

.c
ol

le
ge

bo
ar

d.
co

m
 to

 fi
nd

 d
at

es
 fo

r P
SA

T/
N

M
SQ

T 
an

d 
re
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st
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 e

ar
ly

 to
 ta

ke
 it

 in
 O

ct
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er
 

an
d 

w
ri

te
 it

 d
ow

n 
on

 y
ou

r c
al

en
da

r

Jo
in

 a
n 
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 c
lu

b 
an

d 
co
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ue
 w

ith
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ou
r e

xt
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rr
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ul

ar
 a

ct
iv
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K
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V
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 s

ch
oo

l c
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or
 to

 s
ch

ed
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e 
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to

 m
ee

t s
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te
 g

ra
du

at
io

n 
re

qu
ir

em
en
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 a

nd
 to

 d
is
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ss

 

co
nc

ur
re

nt
 a

nd
 c

oo
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tiv

e 
en

ro
llm

en
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o 
ea

rn
 c

ol
le

ge
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re
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ts

Co
ns
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er

 h
on
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s/

A
P 

co
ur

se
s,

 a
t l

ea
st

 1
-2

Jo
in

 o
r c

on
tin
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 e

xt
ra
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rr

ic
ul

ar
 a

ct
iv

iti
es

 (s
ch

oo
l o

r c
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m
un

it
y-

ba
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11th grade

Get a wall or desk calendar and start writing down important 

dates and deadlines and update monthly

Work or volunteer to build your resume

Create your resume (e-mail us at  information@okstate.

edu for a resume template)

Visit local colleges and talk to admissions representatives

Think about earning college credits (cheaply) through 

concurrent enrollment. Talk to your school counselor.

Think about earning college credits and skills through 

cooperative alliance where you take classes at a Career 

Tech Center (contact information@okstate.edu for more 

information) or talk to your school counselor.

Summer

AUGUST

Se
pt

em
be

r 
- 

De
ce

m
be

r

www.osuit.edu
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M
ak

e 
su

re
 y

o
u

 c
o

m
p

le
te

 y
o

u
r 

FA
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A
 b
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o

re
 y

o
u

r 
S

ta
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 d
ea

d
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n
e 

o
r 

yo
u

 m
ay

 m
is
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o

u
t 

o
n

 f
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e 
m

o
n

ey
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o
r 
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M
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t 
w
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h
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o

u
r 
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u

n
se
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r 

to
 fi

n
d
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u

t 
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o
u

t 
n
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o
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h
ip

s

U
p

d
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e 
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u
r 
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le

n
d

ar
 w

it
h

 im
p

o
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an
t 

d
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d
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n
es

 a
n

d
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o

u
t 
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o
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o
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You need to select your college. Attend one of the OSU 

Institute of Technology’s special enrollment days

Register at www.osuit.edu/BeatTheRush

Keep track of and observe deadlines for sending in all 

required fees and paperwork

Notify all colleges who offered you admission that you 

have made your decision—even if you don’t plan to 

attend—it frees up a spot for another worthy student

Fill out a transcript request form to send a final transcript 

to the college you have decided to attend. Attend the 

“Afternoon with Pete” event for financial aid assistance 

and FAFSA help. Register at www.osuit.edu/awp

Keep in touch with the financial aid 

office to make sure you have turned 

in all paperwork

Continue applying for scholarships

Complete all forms required by 

your school including housing, 

enrollment, etc.

Register for college classes

Make sure to attend new student 

orientation. Don’t miss Cowboy 

Connection, OSU Institute of 

Technology’s new student 

orientation

Pack and GO, GO, GO!

Even if you are accepted at a college, if your final grades are poor, colleges can and will 

RESCIND their offer of admissions. This means you must keep your grades up even through 

the end of your senior year!

Yes, you can apply for scholarships throughout your entire senior year and throughout college! And, 

the more practice you get, the better chance you have at earning money for college.

For a free handout with tips/strategies for the scholarship search, as well as a list of searchable 

databases, contact us at information@okstate.edu.

Keep a copy of all applications you complete and send in—this means admissions and 

scholarship applications.

See school counselor to enroll in your spring electives, concurrent and cooperative alliance

A
re you m

aking sure to visit your counselor each m
onth to find out about scholarships available?

Should you retake the A
C

T?

Find out if you qualify for scholarships at each college you have applied to

G
et a pin num

ber for you and your parent for the Free A
pplication for Federal S

tudent A
id 

(FA
FS

A
) at  w

w
w

.pin.ed.gov any tim
e in January or earlier and file in your scholarship box until 

you are ready to com
plete the FA

FS
A

Fill out the FA
FS

A
 any tim

e after January 1st of your senior year at w
w

w
.fafsa.ed.gov

A
sk your counselor to send first sem

ester transcripts to schools w
here you applied

U
pdate your resum

e

January

no
te

s

A P R I L

M AY  -  J u ly

M A R C H

Put finishing touches on your portfolio 

highlighting your special skills and talents and 

take with you when you visit colleges

Visit colleges that have invited you to enroll

Are you going through your mail and applying 

for scholarships? 

F E B R U A RY
w
w
w
.osuit.edu

CHECKLIST 



Visit your counselor EA
CH M

O
N

TH to find out about 

scholarship opportunities

G
o to  w

w
w

.actstudent.org to find dates for the A
CT and 

register early to take at least once in your senior year  

Packets are also in your counselor’s office

Join an academ
ic club and continue w

ith your 

extracurricular activities

KEEP YO
U

R G
R

A
D

ES U
P A

LL YEA
R LO

N
G

Visit your school counselor to schedule classes to m
eet 

state graduation requirem
ents and to discuss concurrent 

and cooperative enrollm
ent to earn college credits

Consider honors/A
P courses, at least 1-2

Start asking for personal references to include w
ith 

adm
issions applications

Get a wall or desk calendar and start writing down important dates and deadlines and update monthly!  Pick one day each month for reviewing college 

information and record on your calendar and in your PDA

Organize—get a file box to use for scholarship applications and one to use for college materials. Put mail, handouts, and applications in the right box to 

review monthly

NOW is the best time to research and apply for scholarships—you will be busy your senior year and may not spend as much time as you should

Research colleges and begin narrowing down what you want and where you are looking

Create your resume (e-mail us at  information@okstate.edu for a resume template)

Think about earning college credits (cheaply) through concurrent enrollment

Think about earning college credits and skills through cooperative alliance where you take classes at a Career Tech Center 

(contact  information@okstate.edu for more information)

AUGUST

Se
pt

em
be

r 
- 

De
ce

m
be

r Start jotting down ideas for essays and get help from your English teacher with writing 1-2 excellent essays you can use for college 

admissions and scholarship applications

Sign up to visit with admissions counselors who come to your school

Start filling out and sending in college admissions applications (www.osuit.edu/apply)

Sign up for scholarship search databases like fastweb.com and begin applying

Attend college open houses and consider a private visit to your top three choices

Attend Career Encounters, OSU Institute of Technology’s senior day held in October. Register at www.osuit.edu/careerencounters

Attend college fairs to (see school counselor for a list) and fill out cards to get on college mailing lists

Attend financial aid nights at your school to learn about finding money for college

Talk to your parents and counselor about colleges that interest you and research websites (We are at www.osuit.edu)

List, compare and visit colleges (visit 1 large school over 10,000 students, 1 medium sized, and 1 small sized just to get a “feel” for 

what suits you—can be done locally)

In December, gather copies of your/parents’ ending pay stubs, most recent tax forms, bank statements, and W-2s to complete the 

FAFSA after the first of the year

Make sure your parents understand the need to file their taxes EARLY—as soon as possible after January 1st

COLLEGE PREPARATION 

12th    grade

Summer

www.osuit.edu

CHECKLIST 
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